GREATER MIDLANDS PARTNERSHIP GROUP

FEEDBACK REPORT FORM

This is the feedback of the individual user/s attending this group and does not represent the views of the network
Network Site Specific group attended - Lung    ___________________________
Date 13th January 2012      ____________________________________________
Feedback presented by 1. Pat Roberts      2. N/A    _________________________     
Issues of general interest to the patient group

· Sandra Squires, who is the Senior researcher from W/ton PCT came to give an update on the Cough Check campaign which was running May –Oct 2010 in Wolverhampton and SaT.

Although there was an increase in the call for X-Ray’s it appears that not many new patients were diagnosed. From the campaign more men recalled seeing the male in the marketing material and more females recalled seeing the woman. 26% who had a cough did not go for X-Ray and 25% who had a cough did go for X-Ray.

GP’s who were trained before the programme on referral guidance and that patients could just request an X-Ray are now sending 37% more patients and we believe this is likely to be sustained.

The Midlands campaign is now under way and we wait to see if there is more improvement. The funding may be worth while in the long run because the subliminal messages will still be there for the future if necessary.

· An item was raised around SBRT (Sterio Bactic Radiotherapy) which is beneficial for certain patients, currently there are centres at L/pool. Middlesbourgh and Leeds. W/ton have sent 5 patients to Leeds in the last 6 mnths and UHNS have sent 2 to L/pool.The question arose about having a centre in the GMCN and this is to be raised at the RT NSSG.
· It was agreed to create a new unified referral form based upon the Worcester format.The referral guidelines/forms used by GP’s differ greatly in each Trust
· There was a discussion around ‘follow up’ after treatments and how this is done in all the Trusts. The group will make an effort to get equity if possible.
· An audit on EGFR from 1st march for 3 mths. At the next meeting a surgical audit will be presented.  
The Pet Scan audit was presented with the data being questioned at length, it is to be redone with more accurate data.

NOTE FOR PATIENTS GROUP IN SHROPSHIRE

I raised the question on how funding is arranged for PET’s and was informed that it is usually no problem and does not cause a delay, however, patients from Powys have to have permission from Cardiff and this can lead to extended delays which the group have tried to overcome but it is still a problem.

· A question on Patient Information arose and the need for local info in addition to Macmillan and Roy Castle leaflets on lung specific issues. I asked for good information from referring Trusts to others in our region re CNS, travel costs etc.
