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Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9th March 2010 at The Hamar Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital
Present:


Alison Trumper (Acting Chair) Alan Morrison, Richard Davies, Margaret Harris, Ray Dowling, Eryl Williams, Robin Jukes-Hughes, Robin Gough, Gill Hughes (part meeting) Ann Lake

 



Opening Remarks:

Alison chaired this meeting on behalf of Sian and Anne and opened by welcoming all those present and introductions were made.    

1. Apologies: Sian Hallewell, Anne Woolland, Hazel Pixley, Geoff Searson, Charles & Anthea Whetton Geoff Searson, Sadie Meehan, Fiona & Steve Smith,  David Whiting, John Gear, Val Deakin, Rick Robson,  Sadie Meehan, Marilyn Owens, Fiona & Steve Smith.
2.
Jackie Williams – Choose & Book


Jackie was unavailable. Alison reported that choose and book for 

           urgent breast and colorectal patient referrals will be piloted. Patients 

can choose and book an appointment at the GP practice  or at home. Some patients choose not to travel to Telford for breast 2 week referral, so the Trust is looking into increasing clinics at Shrewsbury.  

3.
Previous notes of meetings 
These were agreed apart from:  Pg 1 3b) Alison is meeting with Macmillan the Manager. Paula Brayford, Bowel Cancer CNS will be attending next month. In May Angie Bailey, Upper GI CNS will be attending. Pg 3, should read £819.88 including engraving and free delivery. Pg 3, Alison reported that it should read “quality assurance is quite complicated” 
4.
Matters Arising


a) Implants - Eryl made some suggestions to Alison outside of last  

            months meetings which Alison fed back to the breast CNS’s and their 

             Manager for support The team welcomed the feedback and will 
attend this forum in the future.
b) Angie Cooper re: information pack for patients – Angie has updated the chemotherapy booklet and has asked for comments from this group.  This will be used when a patient has their first appointment before they receive their first chemotherapy.  Robin asked if there is a section for people with learning difficulties within this. Alison will discuss with Angie and involve Rick Robson for advice. Alison asked if the group have any suggestions to take them direct to Angie. 
Action ALISON
c) Feedback on Survivors Workshop Dec 09 - Deferred
d) Meeting Times -  To be agreed at the next meeting.
e) Improving Outcome Guidance – A letter has been sent out on behalf of this forum from Anne to all PCT’s within Shropshire and Mid Wales, based on the forums last comments. Alison reiterated that the only element of treatment for gynaecological cancers will be surgery. Head and neck services remain in discussion.  Robin believes that it is the outcomes of the operation, not the travelling which is important.  Ann reiterated that it would be in the patient’s best interest to receive surgery in a specialist centre where numbers of operations are higher as it is believed it will help reduce fatalities. 
Alison reported that in the most recent cancer reform strategy report, Shropshire has the best outcomes for bowel cancer throughout the country.  
f) Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy – Alison reported that this is still in progress and is another diagnostic test for breast cancer.  The team has been trained and are waiting for Stoke to do the quality assurance around this before they go ahead.

g) Lympheodema – This service is provided at Severn Hospice.  Alison reported there was a lympheodema specialist in Shrewsbury, who was single handed. The decision was made to utilise the lymphoedema service at the Severn Hospice where it is considered to be a very good service. However, if patients felt strongly that they wanted the service on site Alison will discuss this with the relevant Manager. The Manager has reported that frequent patient surveys are undertaken due to the potentially sensitive nature of referring to the Hospice and that the surveys had proved positive. Eryl commented that people are reluctant to give negative feedback. The patient sees their GP, then referral is 6 to 8 weeks and that people are having trouble accessing the service. Alison will look into the concerns raised.
Action ALISON

5.
Cancer Nurse Specialist – an opportunity for questions & answers

Alison reported that there will be a CNS at the next meeting.
6.
Aims for 2010
This will be discussed at the next meeting.   Alison asked the group if members would like to become more involved in support groups and raising issues that come to the forum could go to these support groups.  
7.
Feedback 



Alison reported that in radiotherapy funding has come from the League 
of Friends for a CT scanner and is nearly ready to be used.  The breast 
screening service will be having digital mammography being phased in.  
The age range is being extended for screening, however services will 
have to comply with the recall timing.  Cancer waiting times are 
continuing to be a challenge and further work with the GP’s is 
needed.
Alison reported that the Trust is going through it’s next round of peer review and asked the group if anyone would be interested in reviewing the teams evidence in August.  They would receive an honorarium.   Members can receive a dvd from Ann explaining peer review and how to get involved. 
Training is to be held in May for one day in London, followed by a further day locally. Please let Ann know if you are interested.  
8.
Treasurer’s report


Business Account £10,381.86, no interest.  Current account £1,586.75.   
The order for the benches is being done and being delivered by 
week commencing 22nd March.
9.
Any other business

User Conference 21st October, names please to Ann

The new website for the Network is:
www.greatermidlandscancernetwork.nhs.uk 

10.
Date of next meeting
Tuesday 13th April 2010, The Hamar Centre, Shrewsbury, at 2.30pm.
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