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Notes of the meeting held on 8th September  2009 at 7pm at 

The Princess Royal Hospital, Telford

Present:


Sian Hallewell – Chair, Anne Woolland, Charles & Anthea Whetton, Ray Dowling, Alan Morrison, Dan Bird, Geoff Searson, Margaret Van Daesdonk, Fiona Rutter & Ann Lake

 



Opening Remarks:

Sian opened by welcoming all those present and introductions were made.    

1. Apologies: Hazel Pixley, Fiona & Steve Smith, Annie Curran, Alison Trumper, Robin Jukes-Hughes, Margaret Harris.
2. Speaker – Fiona Rutter, Palliative Care Project Manager
Fiona works for the Greater Midlands Cancer Network. She informed the group that she is looking at education and training for staff caring for end of life patients in care homes, helping the groups to achieve Improving Outcomes Guidance.  Fiona is keen to involve and include patients, users and carers who may have experience of nursing homes in terms of cancer and/or end of life care or who could contribute to the workforce development agenda.  The aim is to develop their communication skills enabling them to have conversations with patients/residents about their preferred priorities for care.  The aim would be to reduce inappropriate emergency admissions and enable choice for patients.  Fiona asked if anyone would be interested in joining the Education and Training Steering Group to contact Ann.
Fiona was asked if she would look at services in Shropshire Care Homes.

Fiona 
3.
Previous Notes of meeting 

Minutes were approved.  
4.
Matters Arising
Radiotherapy Garden:  The group agreed to order the two classic teak benches. From www.gardenfurniturecentre.co.uk at a cost of £349.99 each plus £59.95 for engraving and £14.99 for delivery.
Wording to be agreed- Sian to contact the gardening sub group for details
Internal Peer Reviews: Margaret and Sian took part in these and were pleased with the lung & upper GI ‘s positive outlook and plans to improve the service.  
5.
Childrens (11-19) booklet

Sian was pleased to inform the group that the bid for this booklet has been approved. Margaret reported that there were many rejected.  Anne congratulated Sian in getting this through. 

7.
Implants 
Sian expressed concern that when a patient has had a breast implant then returns to have the other breast implant, they do not always have the same size as the original one.  Margaret will look into this.
Margaret
8.
Recruitment Event
Ann informed the group about the Dudley Information & Networking Day and how successful it was. (copy evaluation attached). The group agreed to organise a similar event for this group with the aim of raising awareness on cancer services, and if any new members were recruited this would be a bonus.  Ann suggested a sub 
group to take this forward.  Sian and Ann will meet with Marilyn Meade-
Brown from Macmillan to take this forward. 
Sian & Ann
9.
Feedback from Meetings
LIT - Sian raised concern over the replacement of the CT scanner.  The maintenance contract for the scanner will end this December. It is hoped that a new scanner will be purchased and in place for the start of February, however it will leave a gap with a risk of the scanner breaking down.  Anne expressed concern that this is not currently on the risk register. Margaret reported that this may go on the risk register soon.  Anne proposed raising our concerns with the hospital with a letter to Fiona Miller expressing concern and the need to be assured.   Anne and Sian will send a letter and copy in the new cancer manager and cancer commissioner.
Sian & Anne
Margaret reported that Carol Scott, Service Delivery Manager for Cancer Oncology and Haematology Manager for Royal Shrewsbury has been appointed and believes she will be a tremendous asset. 
10.
Treasurer’s report

Alan circulated the treasurer’s report.  Business instant access account £as at 10.8.09, current account £as at 18.3.09. Ray suggested looking at moving the account to accrue more interest.
11.
Any other business
There was no other business.
12.
Date of next meeting
Tuesday 13th October 2009, The Hamar Centre, Shrewsbury
13. Forum Funding
Sian explained that in the past the group has received funding from the PCT.  Sian reported that the Partnership will not be receiving a grant in the future from Macmillan and asked this group if they would like to have any future funding from the PCT’s to go to the Partnership and managed by them. Each PCT will provide money based on population.  There was some concern that not all the groups would support this or provide ‘equal funding’.  The group agreed for future funding from the PCT to be held by the Partnership, provided all ‘groups’ do the same.  Anne and Sian will report back to the LIT.   

Actions
To look at services in Shropshire care homes

Fiona Rutter
Breast implants
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