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Notes of the meeting held on 12th May 2009 at 7pm at 

The Lecture Theatre, Princess Royal Hospital NHS Trust

Present:Sian Hallewell – Chair, Anne Woolland – Vice Chair,  Fiona Smith, Alan Morrison, Marilyn Owens, Anthea &  Charles Whetton,  Wendy Thompson, Alison Trumper, Ann Lake, Debra Bryne

 



Opening Remarks:

The meeting was Chaired by Sian who opened by welcoming all those present.   Introductions by the forum were then carried out. 

1.        Apologies:

Apologies were received from; Jenny Richardson, Margaret Harris, Eileen Lewis, Jean Goodall, Annie Curran, Steve Smith, Geoff Searson and Ray Dowling



 

           

2. Speaker – Chris Capewell, Communications & Engagement Manager
Chris looks at specialised services which are medical conditions, such as rarer cancers like sarcomas, penile and brain, which are high cost with low numbers of patients. She works on behalf of the 17 West Midlands Primary Care Trusts to commission these services and serves 5.5million people. This service became operational on 1st June 2007.  They would like to engage with users and Chris gave Sian a form should anyone wish to get involved from this forum.   Marilyn asked if a patient wished to go to another hospital, not suggested by their Consultant, would the money follow the patient, Chris reported that this is being looked into and at present in some cases it does. 
3. AGM – Treasurer’s Report – Chairs Report, Election of Officers

The Chairman’s report was submitted.  (attached) The Treasurer’s report was submitted. (attached)  Sian explained that the Partnership were in receipt of grants in the past , however, these grants will no longer be available so the Partnership are looking at the PCT’s for funding. Sian nominated Alan to remain as Treasurer, this was seconded.  Anne would like to nominate Sian as Chair, this was seconded.  Sian would like to nominate Anne as Vice Chair, this was seconded. 
4. Previous notes of meetings


These were agreed.   
5          Matters Arising
a) Children’s (11-19) survival booklet – Sian asked Macmillan about a grant and spoke to Marilyn Meade-Brown and Nina Chauhan-Lall from the Network. There is a new person in post in Macmillan which Nina will speak to and come back to Sian.
b) Posting information out and waiting times for prostate cancer patients – Alison reported that information is given to patients verbally initially, then once the condition has been discussed, then specific information is given out.  This was highlighted that only prostate cancer patients are given confirmation of a cancer diagnosis by phone.  It agreed for members of the prostate group to contact Alison.  
c) Radiotherapy Garden – Sian has heard from Eileen and unfortunately has been unable to get any further quotes on this as yet. Any members who know of anyone who could provide a quote, please let Sian know. 
d) Recruitment – Nurse Led Chemotherapy Clinics – Sian explained that Margaret advised last month saw a Nurse Led Chemotherapy Clinic, running parallel to the Consultant due to a lack of middle grade doctors – Alison confirmed that there is training going on for this to be put in place and agreed that recruitment leaflets could be handed out at these clinics.
e) Bowel screening letter – Sian reported that it would be useful for this group to see a copy of this letter.  Alison will look into this.
f) Mammogram Recall Letter- The group would like to see a copy of this letter. Alison will look into this.
g)NICE Guidelines for breast – These are broken into sections and a meeting is to be held to discuss this and work towards meeting the new guidelines.  These recommendations take time to implement, (it may even for example require new equipment) but any patient that requires subsequent treatment, ie top up chemotherapy, it is given within 31 days of the patient being spoken to.  Fiona asked every time a mammogram is given what is the risk.  This is unknown at present.
h) Waiting time adjustment – Mike Richards, Sian reported that the figures are not released yet and are due around 19th May on the national reporting system. Sian would like to write back to Mike Richards to say the figures are robust, but would still like to highlight current problems and targets.  Alison reported that when a patient is first referred initially a large proportion of patients were not taking up the first appointment and now if a patient declines this, the GP is informed so they can ring the patient or inform the patient it is urgent.
6.        Feedback
LIT (Local Implementation Team) Anne attended this and reported that targets were discussed as reported above.   Alison reported that there is a shortage of doctors in middle grade in oncology which is causing internal difficulties.  This has been placed on the risk register and they have changed internal processes for safety.  Alison reported this is a national problem.   Anne reported that the PCT is £11.5m in deficit.
GMCN Partnership – Sian attended this meeting and reported that there was a speaker talking about radiographers recruiting for patients with recent radiotherapy treatments to contact her on how should patients be talked to.    If anyone would like to volunteer, please let Ann know.  Nina was asking if anyone had any information on patient diaries and if anyone has any thoughts on this, please contact Ann.  Data protection was discussed and Sian asked if all patients could sign these forms and give them back to Ann.    

Sian highlighted the following workshops and to contact Ann if they would like to attend.
Cancer Biology Course 

-
12th August, New Cross Hospital

Chairs/Vice Chairs Workshop

-
22nd July at Grays Hotel, Telford
NSSG Workshop


-
15th September, Grays Hotel, Telford

Sian asked members to claim their expenses, these were circulated. 
7.      Any other issues.  
Alison asked if Sian and Margaret would be prepared to go on a peer review panel as they have received training for this.  It is expected to be in September.    
8.      Date of next meeting

Please note that the next meeting is Tuesday 9th June 2009 6.30pm (pre-start) 7pm at The Princess Royal Hospital, Telford.
Action(s)

Obtain a copy of mammogram recall letter


ALISON
Data Protection forms to Ann




ALL
Facilitator: Ann Lake

Email: ann.lake@wolvespct.nhs.uk 

Phone: 01902 6446810

Mobile: 07798 742266
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