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Meeting attended - National Cancer Partnership Forum
Date – 6th October 2011
Feedback presented by  1 Steve Brothwell   2  Sian Hallewell
Feedback agreed by the Chair of the Partnership 
Issues of general interest to the patient group

· In excess of 40 members of Partnerships and Facilitators attended the meeting.  A meeting of Cancer Networks was held at the same location, at the same time. The first and last sessions were common to both groups.  The Network meeting was attended by three representatives from GMCN.

· There was talk of the future of the Networks and although it was not stated there were a number of inferences that future Networks would be for a number of chronic diseases, rather than being specific to cancer. I noted that “CANCER NETWORKS ARE HERE TO STAY” whilst Prof. Sir Mike Richards was giving his first talk.
· He also talked about the increasing importance of outcomes data, the NAEDI initiatives, Survivorship initiatives, and the ways in which it is hoped to save 5000 lives by 2014/15. He mentioned the plans to reduce 4.25M to 3.5M cancer bed days per year.
· We had a demonstration by Ruth Bridgeman of a proposed new website which intends to present Peer Review information to patients/carers in an ‘easily digestible’ way, allowing them to make informed choice on the location to deliver their treatment.

· Stephen Parsons also talked about the future of Networks, the roles of NCAT and the NHS Commissioning Board.  He too was unable to give details until after the publication of Kathy McLean’s study but offered strong clues that he felt the clinical engagement of Networks would continue.

· There was a session on Commissioning and the direction of PPI involvement.  Joanna Rule had made a number of presentations to Commissioners and her presentation will prove useful to any groups trying to engage with them locally.  (See below to get a copy)
· A presentation from Healthwatch explained how they hoped to expand from their slow and (in some areas) somewhat shaky start as LINk to become more dynamic. 

· Dr Reg Pace gave a detailed view of the analysis which had been carried out on the National Cancer Patient Experience Survey and details of the next one, planned to involve patients between Sept and November 2011 and for reports to be published sometime after June 2012.

· During the day there were two workshops, exploring the groups we currently work in partnership with and the groups we need to engage with in the future.  The meeting finished with a Q and A session with Mike Richards.

Copies of the presentations can be made available.  Contact Ann, Fiona or Steve Brothwell.
