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Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th September 2011 at The Hamar Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital at 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Present: Sian Hallewell (Chair), Alan Morrison, Geoff Searson, Robin Gough, Colin Sedgeman, Alison Trumper, Ann Lake, Anthea Whetton

Apologies: Margaret Harris, Tudor Humphries, Richard Davies, Charles Whetton, Sadie Meehan, Ray Dowling, Sue Wregglesworth.

1. Welcome & Introductions

Sian welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. Colin was welcomed to the meeting as a new member.  

2. Previous notes of meeting

4b, Action Dr Shihari. (Sian will remind Dr Shihari of this action). These notes were agreed.

Action Sian
3. Matters arising

a. Exercise Project – Robin reported that he has met up with a representative from the Lifestyle Gym in Shrewsbury and he and Sian have had a meeting with David Whiting (Cancer Commissioner for Sath) and Miranda Ashwell (Shropshire Public Health)who are interested in taking this forward.  It was suggested that Marilyn Owens is going to be doing some holistic training with the Nurses and feels that this would be an excellent opportunity to promote this project and raise the profile of exercise..  Colin explained that he has a group called Extend which is run by a qualified teacher in conjunction with the Red Cross and the Medical Practice.  Sian reported that there are a number of projects going on and progress is being made. A further meeting is expected with David Whiting and it is hoped we will shortly have news of possible funding for this initiative, Robin/Sian to update at next meeting.                             
Action Robin/Sian
b. Patient Experience Exercise – Alison explained the Action Plan she had provided us with in more detail. Robin pointed out that there are no dates on this Action Plan which meant that its helpfulness was very limited.  Alison explained there is going to be a new quality and structure group in place who will take this forward. Robin feels frustrated that information is not being given to this group and reiterated that the group are here to help with any improvements.  Alison explained that this report was not circulated to the group earlier as it had to go to the relevant members of staff and there was no intention of the group not receiving it. There will be a new nurse for quality and improvements which is being advertised. Alison informed the group that she will no longer be the Lead Cancer Nurse/Manager in post and this will be her last meeting.  Sian thanked Alison on behalf of the group for all her help in the past with the Forum and wished her well in her future.
c. Free Prescription Postcards – The Breast Team have asked for more, but no other sites, Alison will chase this up.   
Action Alison
d. Sian gave an update of the amount of people who have looked on the website.  
4. Ongoing Care Booklet = Prostate 
Sian advised that she had found a booklet “Living with and after prostate cancer: A guide to physical, emotional and practical issues” produced by The Prostate Cancer Charity and emailed John Gear  as it could be adapted by the group and useful in developing our own local booklet.  It was suggested it may be worthwhile merging the two documents or doing summary plus local information.  Geoff will meet with John to discuss this further.  It was suggested contacting the Urology CNS informing her of the proposed booklet and asking for input.  Ann will post this to Geoff.
Action Geoff/Ann  

5. Macmillan Cancer Information & Support Centre

There may still be problems with an outstanding job description and operation policy.  

6. Cancer Information at Cambrian Health Centre in Oswestry
Tudor has asked if the group can send a letter of support. The group agreed.

Action Sian
7. Terms of Reference

Ann drafted a new Terms of Reference to include a clause which was agreed should be put in by the Partnership Group “(Work together on projects, improvements, patient information and the evaluation of patient literature.  To be a source for consultation on matters around cancer, collectively and individually)”
The original Terms of Reference was also discussed and it was proposed, seconded and agreed that the group keep the original Terms of Reference. 

8. Feedback; LIT, Partnership etc. 

LIT: Waiting times were discussed again. Sath is unlikely to meet the 62 day target for the year due to the high number in meeting this target so far this year.  Part of the problem is down to patient choice, ie choosing to go on holiday, which causes delays.  Sian is aware that Sath is working very hard on meeting the target.  Sian suggested at the LIT that as a forum, we could do some work around the issues of patient choice leading to delays and talk to patients at a focus event, patient confidentiality may be a problem.  Robin will raise this again at the next LIT as Sian will not be able to attend.                                                  Action Robin
9. Feedback from the hospital

Alison reported Cancer Peer Reviews have been concluded.  All the reports will go to the Chief Executive for approval. Alison believes Peer Review is going to be of a lot more value. The Consultants have been asked to input in the reports and the Business Managers are involved. Last years reviews highlighted that there was no consultant for skin, there is a person in place, but need a substantive person.  There is only one Histopathologist as one is on maternity leave.  There is only one Cytologist, and this has been put down as a concern as two are required.  There has been some recognised good practise, but the team’s paperwork has not always reflected this.  For Example Sian advised that the information sheet on Vitamin D handed as routine to every skin patient has been recognised as good practice within the Network and shared with all Trusts.  

Alison reported that where a patient on active chemotherapy who is asked to come in to the hospital or arrives at A&E, an email alert is sent to the oncology nurse and that patient is then seen rapidly by the new oncology nurse team.  This is only applicable if they come to a Shropshire hospital.   
10. Treasurer’s Report

Current £xx as at 12.8.11 and the business £xx.
11. Any other issues
Sian reported that Telford & Wrekin Seniors’ Forum are holding an event on 26th September at The Park Inn and Sian has been asked if the Forum would be happy to have a stand. Sian agreed to set this up and Ann agreed to man the stand from 10am onwards with Anthea helping during the day. 
Alan is due to attend the meeting on the new build and will feed back.  
Action Alan
Anthea is attending the Getting is Right, Planning for Old and Age and will feed back.
Action Anthea
Robin reported that he and Sian have been invited to Stretton Cancer Care.  He also reported that Colin recently rang the Cancer Forum as he was anxious to raise awareness of Myeloma and is looking at ways of how to educate people more.  Myeloma UK is trying to educate GP’s.  20% of people die within six weeks of diagnosis.  Less than 4,000 people are diagnosed per year Sian agreed to invite Dr Bruce Eden to this group and feels this could advise regarding how to raise awareness amongst the GP’s 
                                                                                                                Action Sian 
Sian explained the skills audit and feels it would be useful if anyone would like to share their skills and interests with the group.  Please complete the form provided and send back to Ann or bring to the next meeting.

Action All
8. 
Date of next meeting

Tuesday 11th October 2011 at 2.30pm, The Hamar Centre, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital
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