Greater Midlands Partnership Group

FEEDBACK REPORT FORM

This is the feedback of the individual user/s attending this group and does not represent the views of the Network 

Network Site Specific Group Attended – Board
Date –29th July 2011 Feedback presented by 1.
Sian Hallewell
   2. Steve Brothwell

Issues of general interest to the patient group

There was a very interesting talk on Reducing the use of sun beds among adolescents in Stoke on Trent.  While they originally intended to work with 18 – 24 year olds they soon recognised that the use of sun beds was so entrenched in this group they would not be able to get them to change, so they instead worked with a group of 14 year olds and recognised that they needed to change their perception on fake tans as they couldn’t change their body image to think pale skin looked good, therefore they aimed at changing their perception of fake tans so that by the time they were old enough to use sun beds they wouldn’t consider doing this as they had an acceptable alternative.  We will arrange for the report to go out to the Partnership. 

Invited everyone to attend the’ Blue Skies event’ on 22nd September
Cancer Waiting Times – Follow up from May meeting.  In which itt was suggested that Dudley was using the wrong dates for date of decision to treat (currently using the date when the consent for surgery is signed).  Dudley have now amended this.
Cancer Awareness Campaign –Follow up from May meeting, Breast lump, difficulty swallowing have been made and blood in urine was being recorded that afternoon.
Advised the Board that Saran Evans Lead Cancer Nurse and David Rowlands Lead Clincian, both from Wolverhampton have agreed to be named Patient Partnership representatives.

Newsletters were handed out to attendees.

The question was asked, as to whether there is an inequality in treatment due to financial constraints similar to those currently in the news for gastric bands and fertility treatment.  While the Board is not aware of any significant differences currently, they would think in future this may be a possibility regarding reconstructive treatment.  The existence of the Cancer Drugs fund has resulted in equality of access to drugs for all throughout the network.

We were advised that South Staffs have now ordered their digital mammography equipment.

The concern that Cancer Nurse Specialists were being asked to work on general wards (where they may no longer have the experience to do little other than make up the numbers) was raised on behalf of the breast group.  It was discussed and while no guarantees could be made that it wouldn’t happen again, it had probably only occurred due to the severe problems experienced last winter.
Worcester advised that their new Radiotherapy services are planned for The Royal Worcester Hospital in the current A&E car park.  It is planned to go live for the end of 2013.

SATH may have purchased an Imaging portal (BDRAD), whereas the rest of the Network had IEP.  Stuart asked if they had purchased the system and if it was compatible with the IEP system.  (if it is not compatible, images will not be viewable outside of SATH)
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