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GREATER MIDLANDS PATIENT PARTNERSHIP GROUP
FEEDBACK REPORT FORM
This is the feedback of the individual user/s attending this group and does not represent the views of the Network
Conference attended:  1st Annual Improving Health & Lives (IHAL) Learning Disability Observatory Conference – The Right to Health: Putting Healthcare First 

Date:  22nd September 2011
Feedback presented by: Rob Gough from the Shropshire & Mid Wales cancer Forum      

Issues of general interest to the patient locality groups

· IHAL are collecting valuable data regarding the general health of those with a Learning Disability.

· This data is now showing that those with a Learning Disability have a shorter life expectancy as well as being much more likely to have poor general health than the rest of the population.

· To improve this situation it is desperately important that the following happens: 

· Annual Health Checks are completed for all those with a learning Disability, it is thought only 50% at best have been completed to date.

· All Health Authorities have a register/database of all those with a recognised Learning Disability in their area.

· Quality checks are carried out on the GP’s carrying out the Health Checks.

· More “Reasonably Adjustments” are made by health professionals when providing health care for those with a Learning Disability
Issues of concern
· Clear evidence has now been provided to demonstrate that nationally health professionals are not taking those with a learning disability seriously enough.

· All Health Authorities were asked to complete a survey earlier this year regarding the “Reasonable Adjustments” they were making for those with a Learning Disability, only 30% took the trouble to respond – did ours?

· It is vital for all Health Authorities to keep an up to date register/database of all those in their area who have a Learning Disability – is this being done locally?

· Vital that all those with a Learning Disability are given the opportunity of having an Annual Health Check by their GP – is this happening sufficiently enough in our areas?

· Quality checks should be being carried out to ensure GP’s are providing suitably thorough Health Checks – are these happening locally?

NOTE:

The author of this feedback form has written to the Shropshire Learning Disability Partnership Board for their views on how these issues are being addressed in the Shropshire area. Can this be replicated across all of the Greater Midland area?
